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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BYRNE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
October 2, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY 
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE TO THE 
COMMUNITY OF EL CAMPO, TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank the community of El 
Campo, Texas. 

Recently, while surveying crop dam-
age from Hurricane Harvey in and 
around El Campo, two members of my 
staff and one USDA staffer were in-
volved in a serious car accident. They 
were immediately transported to El 
Campo Memorial Hospital, where they 

received exemplary care and were later 
discharged. As the stories from the day 
later unfolded, I was struck by the out-
pouring of kindness and generosity of 
the many farmers, ranchers, and com-
munity members of El Campo. 

This is a town and a community that 
is still recovering in the wake of Hurri-
cane Harvey—a community that has 
suffered tremendous losses over the 
past month. Yet, without a second 
thought, area farmers and ranchers 
lined up in the hospital waiting room 
offering spare bedrooms, meals, and 
transportation for my staff. 

These were producers who, in some 
cases, had never met my team, but who 
felt compelled to lend a hand to those 
in need. 

America is hurting right now. Hurri-
canes Harvey, Irma, and Maria have 
wreaked havoc in States and cities 
across our Nation; and the good citi-
zens of Las Vegas are dealing with an-
other disaster of a different making. 
Nevertheless, folks are hurting there as 
well. 

We need look no further than the 
compassion of those bighearted farm-
ers, ranchers, and first responders of El 
Campo, Texas, to understand America’s 
strength and resolve. They make Texas 
strong. They make America strong. To-
gether, we will get through all of our 
challenges. 

May God continue to bless Texas, and 
may God bless the United States of 
America. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 2 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ROE of Tennessee) at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, we give You thanks 
for giving us another day. 

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all 
with great responsibility in this peo-
ple’s House for the leadership of our 
Nation. 

Lord, once again, our Nation reels in 
grief and horror after yet another mass 
shooting on our soil. We ask Your 
blessing upon us all, but most espe-
cially on those who mourn the loss of 
their loved ones. Have mercy on all 
Your children who died. 

The debates will, once again, ensue. 
Speed us to the day when the wisdom 
of Solomon might inspire our congres-
sional Members beyond the limitations 
of sound bites and platitudes before 
more and more American citizens are 
deprived of their lives. 

Lord, the suffering of our world is all 
around us. Stimulate our hearts and 
minds so that everything we may do 
this day would be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
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